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SPRINGFIELD – The influenza activity level in Illinois
remains widespread. Similar to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, the Illinois Department of Public
Health (IDPH) reports the number of influenza-related
ICU admissions, influenza-related pediatric deaths, and
influenza outbreaks. The most recent report shows 1032
influenza-related ICU admissions, two influenza-related
pediatric deaths, and 285 influenza outbreaks. Weekly
reports can be found at http://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-
services/diseases-and-conditions/influenza/surveillance. 

“The most common influenza strain circulating in Illinois
and across the country has been an influenza A strain?H3N2,
which tends to cause more severe illness,” said IDPH Director
Nirav D. Shah, M.D., J.D. “However, other strains?influenza
B, can become more common later in the season. If you still
have not gotten a flu shot, it’s not too late. The vaccine will
help protect you and those around you from the flu strains
circulating this season.”

Getting a flu shot can also reduce flu illnesses, doctors’
visits, and missed work and school due to flu, as well as
prevent flu-related hospitalizations. The more people who
get vaccinated, the more people will be protected from flu,
especially those who may not be able to be vaccinated,
such as babies under six months. Anyone can get the flu,
even healthy people. Getting a flu shot is the first and
most important step in protecting you and those around
you against flu viruses.

Flu symptoms can include fever or feverish/chills, cough,
sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or body aches,

IT’S NOT TOO LATE TO

GET A FLU SHOT
FLU CONTINUES TO CIRCULATE

headache, tiredness, and some people may have vomitin and
diarrhea, though this is more common in  children than adults.

Flu is typically spread by droplets when someone with the
flu talks, coughs, or sneezes. People can also get the flu by
touching something, like a door handle, that has the virus
on it and then touching their mouth, eyes, or nose.

On average, it’s about two days after being exposed to
the flu before symptoms begin. However, you can pass the
flu to someone roughly a day before you start experiencing
those symptoms, and up to 5 to 7 days after becoming
sick. In addition to getting a flu shot, IDPH recommends
following the 3 C’s: clean, cover, and contain.

Clean frequently wash your hands
with soap and warm water.

Cover cover your cough and sneeze. 
Contain contain your germs by staying

home if you are sick.

Influenza antiviral drugs can be used for treatment of some
who get sick with the flu. Many observational studies have
found that in addition to lessening the duration and severity
of symptoms, antiviral drugs can prevent flu complications.
Because it is important to start antiviral medication quickly,
high-risk patients should contact a health care professional
at the first signs of influenza symptoms, which include
sudden onset of fever, aches, chills, and tiredness.

To find a location to get a flu shot in your
community, check with your health care
provider or local health department. 

SEE BACK PAGE FOR
RESIDENT OPINION SURVEY
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Village of Green Oaks Building Dept
Rich Glogovsky ~ Chairman, Building Deptarment 

The Building Department is updating building standards
and the fees associated with them. Some basic changes
include: No road bonds required for new driveways, patios
or small concrete pours, and easier to read fee schedules.
We continue in reducing waste by making it easier for
homeowners and businesses to understand permit fees
and lessen the number of documents needed for applica-
tions. Our inspection contractor (JAS) will also better
and more quickly respond to the needs of the residents
and businesses throughout the village.

Additionally a minimum $100 application fee will be
required with all permit applications submitted to the
village. The fee will be applied toward the total permit
cost, and is proposed to ensure staff time/costs are
covered in the event a permit is not picked up.

Technology changes, and many designs, process and
building materials are not only better but less expensive
than in the past. If you know of any construction that
may be taking place within the village without a permit,
you may contact the village and leave a message with
no questions asked.

AGAIN, below is a basic list of areas and instances when a
Building Permit is required:

• Single Family Homes
• Room Additions
• Shed (Attached & Detached)
• Fences & Pillars
• Decks, Patios, and Gazebos
• Pools & Hot Tubs
• Interior Remodeling (including Basement)
• Any Interior Mechanicals – Plumbing, Electrical
(including security and entertainment wiring),
Heating, Air conditioning

• Re-Roofing of any type.
• New Siding
• Garages (Attached and Detached)
• Fireplaces
• Lawn Sprinkler Systems

Below is a basic list of areas and instances when a
Site Development Permit is required:

• Site Grading that may occur in a Flood Zone. You may
reference flood-plain information on the village website

• Site Grading that disturbs more than 1000 square feet.
• New Building Grading
• New Building Addition Grading
• In-Ground Swimming Pools
• Tennis or Basketball courts (off-driveway)
• Driveway, Deck, or Patio Installations greater than
1000 square feet

• Earth Berms
• Septic Fields or Mounds Installation / Replacement
• Utility Installation / Repair (Storm Sewer, Sanitary Sewer,
or Water Main)

My friends, Green Oaks is a great community. Our goal is
to work with everyone to make sure any construction that
needs a permit is properly completed for the safety of all.

Building applications and additional information are available
at the Village Hall and Online www.greenoaks.org
If you need additional information, please call the
Village Administration Office, M-F 9am-2pm at (847)
362-5363

The Village Hall is an important village monument and an
historical icon in the county. Over the last few years we
continue to make it a goal in renovating the facility to
modernize building and property standards. Most recently
we have changed all first-floor lighting to high efficiency
LED’s. We will continue to repair and upgrade the facility
to today’s standards and we do this, under budget!

We will continue to improve and modernize the village hall this
next calendar year with competition of refurbishing the lower
level by end of 2018 ! More to come...
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H.T. STRENGER, INC.

28915 Herky Drive

Unit 101

Lake Bluff, IL 60044

847-234-9440
htstrenger.com

Plumbing Services Since 1911

For the last three years it’s been a very busy time for Annexation,
Planning and Zoning. Working very closely with the Village TIF
(Tax Increment Financing) Committee, Village Attorney, Engineer
and Planning Consultants, we’ve been laying the foundation for the
re-development of the TIF district within Green Oaks (see map above).
This area lies within the Rondout area that was annexed into the
Village in the early 1994. While in the past the village has had a
“hands-off” attitude towards this area due to having very limited
funds to allocate to this area, however now that the TIF is on the verge
of generating significant incremental income, the Village is in the final
stages of putting together a comprehensive plan for its re-development.
The driving factor behind this re-development are the Incremental
funds being generated by the two senior living facilities. This
incremental income, (the 2014 base EAV (Equalized Assessed
Value) according to the county assessor and today’s market value)
is captured and earmarked and must be reinvested in the TIF district.
It cannot be spent outside of the TIF area. These funds will pay for
a number of infrastructure improvements such as new water mains,
sanitary sewer improvements and the potentially the expansion of
Bradley Road North and the reconstruction of Baker Road as well
as a number of street scape improvements. As stated, these
improvements can now be made without drawing down
the Villages General Fund. 

Annexation, Planning
and Zoning



Bryan Muskat
bryan.muskat@greenoaks.org

ANNExATION, PLANNING & ZONING ChAIRMAN

Richard Glogovsky
richard.glogovsky@greenoaks.org

BUILDING ChAIRMAN

Pamela Milroy
pamela.milroy@greenoaks.org

FINANCE ChAIRMAN

Pete Furlong
pete.furlong@greenoaks.org

PUBLIC AFFAIRS ChAIRMAN

John Wagener
john.wagener@greenoaks.org

PUBLIC WORKS ChAIRMAN

Dan Sugrue
dan.sugrue@greenoaks.org

STREETS & ROADS ChAIRMAN

Denise Kafkis
denis.kafkis@greenoaks.org

VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR

Clare Michelotti
mmichelott@aol.com

VILLAGE CLERK

Bernard Wysocki
bernard.wysocki@greenoaks.org

VILLAGE PRESIDENT

–––––––––––––––––––––––––– TRUSTEES  ––––––––––––––––––––––––––

–––––––––––––––––––– ELECTED OFFICIALS  ––––––––––––––––––––

Regular monthly meetings of the Board of Trustees will be the fourth
Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall. Committees meet regularly on
the first and third Wednesday of each month at the Village Hall.

VILLAGE OF GREEN OAKS
2020 O’Plaine Road • Green Oaks, IL 60048
Phone: (847) 362-5363 Mon - Fri 9am to 2pm
Fax: (847) 362-5375 • ilgrnoaks@aol.com
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PUBLIC WORKS

Underground
Trustee
John Wagener
Chairman

Recycle, Reuse, Repurpose ~
If you have not already done so, please note that you can
upgrade your recycling cart from the current 65 gallon
size tor a larger 90 gallon recycling cart (same size as
refuse) on a one time basis for no additional charge.
Simply call Groot and request the larger recycling cart.
A larger cart will be delivered and then allow you to
easily recycle more material. Any changes thereafter (like
going back to the smaller cart) would be subject to a $25
per cart replacement fee. These larger carts will help the
Village achieve its 60% Recycling Task Force goals by
2020, so please request one and fill it up every week. 

Electronics ~
The County is now down to four (4) public drop off
sites for electronics recycling. The closest one to us
is located in Grayslake just off Route 83 at their public
works department. If you can’t make it there, we have
no-cost curbside electronics pick-up available to all
residents thru our franchise hauling contract with Groot.
Simply contact Groot at least 24 hours ahead of time
and schedule a pick-up for your normal collection day
(Mondays or Wednesdays). Everything is no charge,
except for large items weighing more than 50 pounds,
for which there will be a $25 service charge (this charge
relates primarily to large, older CRT and rear projection
screen televisions).

Getting Ready ~
It is hard to believe, but Spring is just around the
proverbial corner. This means that rainy weather
and melting snow will once again be the norm in
our flat Village. If you see any debris in the drainage
swales over the next few weeks, kindly try to remove
it when we have that occasional nice, above average
day. This will help the water to flow better and
prevent ice dams when the time comes.

Spring Cleaning ~
Along with the warmer weather comes Spring cleaning.
If you have any household hazardous chemical waste,
that can be disposed of at the Solid Waste Agency of
Lake County during one of their public drop off events.
These take place twice per month at their drive thru
facility in Gurnee. Go to www.swalco.org for the dates,
times, and to reserve a drop off slot.
_________________________________________________

If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact your Public Works Committee
Chair at john.wagener@greenoaks.org.
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– Bernard Wysocki
Village President

President’s
Corner

I recently attended the Memorial Service for Jean Schreck, our long
time Village Treasurer. When I write “long time Village Treasurer,”
I mean over 30 years that she prepared monthly reports on revenues
and expenditures for the Village Board.

Jean passed away recently after a long battle with cancer. Despite her
medical condition, she never missed a monthly report. Our auditors,
who yearly check our books, always marvelled at Jean’s reports. 

The Village Board relied on Jean’s supporting information to prepare
our annual budget. Jean could always be counted on to know where
every nickel was in our accounts.

At the Memorial Service as Jean’s children and grandchildren spoke
about all she meant to them, I thought of all that she had meant to the
Village. We will definitely miss her, but I was reminded of a quote by
Dr. Suess, “Don’t cry because it’s over, smile because it happened.
We are all grateful that Mrs. Schreck “happened “for us as
a friend and dedicated treasurer.
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Streets & Roads
Frequently Asked Questions
How much does it have to snow before the plows show up?
At least an inch for the main roads, and two inches for side roads. The
contract we have with our snowplow contractor, Midwest Snow Solutions,
requires them to plow our main roads and school bus routes once we have
an inch of accumulation on the ground, and the rest of the village roads,
once we have two inches of accumulation on the ground. If you feel that
your property has difficult or blind areas that a snow plow driver may
not be aware of, please consider placing temporary stakes in the areas
of concern to help alleviate any possible damage that may occur.

How come I see snow on the ground on my side street,
but not on Routes 176 or 137?
Rte 176 and Rte 137, which are maintained by the State of Illinois, are
heavily travelled roads, so when those roads are salted, all that traffic on
those roads works to grind the salt into the pavement, causing the salt to
dissolve in the moisture and release heat to melt the snow. If there’s no
traffic on a side street to mix in the salt, it just sits there. We generally
reserve the use of salt to the main roads and entrances to subdivisions,
where it’s needed more and the increase in traffic makes it more effective.
Also, if the temperature falls below zero, as it did in earlier this month,
it’s too cold for salt to be effective.

How much of my property taxes goes toward maintaining
the roads?
None of it. The Village doesn’t collect a dime out of your property taxes.
All the money that goes toward plowing and salting the roads, fixing
potholes, and repaving roads in the residential areas of the Village come
from only two sources: the Village’s portion of the State Motor Fuel Tax,
and whatever revenues are collected from the sale of village vehicle
stickers. That comes out to a little over $200,000 a year.

Trustee Dan Sugrue
Chairman, Streets & Roads Committee, 847-769-2844
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Preventing
Carbon
Monoxide
Poisoning
Carbon monoxide (CO) is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas.

It is a common byproduct of incomplete combustion, produced
when fuels (oil, gas, coal or wood) burn. Because you can't see,
taste or smell it, carbon monoxide can make you sick - or even
kill you - before you know it's there.
Carbon monoxide robs the

body of oxygen. One of the
problems with CO poisoning
is that the initial symptoms
are not serious enough to
signal a life-threatening
health issue. The symptoms
are often flu-like and include
headaches, dizziness, weak-
ness and fatigue, shortness of
breath, nausea, confusion and irritability. If you experience any of these
symptoms and suspect CO may be a factor, open the windows and doors
to let in fresh air, turn off combustion appliances, get out of the house
and call 911. Emergency responders will try to pinpoint the problem; if
CO is the culprit, the problem must be fixed before you can return. Test
your alarm monthly by pushing the test button. If your alarm goes off,
never ignore it. Do the following:

• Call 911 immediately.
• Open the doors and windows to ventilate the house,
and then leave the house.

• Do not re-enter until experts have investigated the
problem and declared it safe to return.

Additional information about carbon monoxide
poisoning is available through:
• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention-
https://www.cdc.gov/co/faqs.htm 

• The National Fire Protection Association-
http://www.nfpa.org/public-education/by-topic/
fire-and-life-safety-equipment/carbon-monoxide 



Residents have
reported frequent
sightings of coyotes
and instances where
they became alarmed
or found their pets to
be in danger. The
Lake County Forest
Preserve District’s

Wildlife division and the Illinois Department of Natural
Resources have extensive information regarding coyotes and
their behavior in populated areas in Illinois. We wish to pass
on some of this background information. 
Coyotes or “prairie wolves” are natural to this area. They

are a member of the dog family and a relative of the fox.
They mate for life, and will build a den for their litter of 6 to 8
pups that are born in the Spring. The female will stay with the
pups while the male will hunt for food. The coyote wil feed
on rabbits, rodents, birds and insects. Here in the Chicago
area, coyotes have taken advantage of two other abundant
food sources: Canada goose eggs and deer fawns. A healthy
adult deer will not be prey for coyotes. If there is a source
of food around residences in your neighborhood, it will teach
coyotes that if they risk coming close to humans, they will be
rewarded with these unnatural sources of food. Therefore it is
very important to keep areas around homes free of these food
sources. DO NOT keep garbage cans easily available, do not
feed animals, do not keep pet food or bird seed available. 
Coyotes are NOT dangerous to people, in fact they have a

natural fear of humans and are not interested in confronting
them. If you see a coyote, never approach it or feed it or let
your dog approach it. If it does seem aggressive or ap-
proaches you, scare it by shouting and waving your
hands/arms over your head. This reinforces their natural fear
of humans. If a coyote becomes aggressive or will not be
scared away, these are signs that it has lost its natural fear of
people. This is most often a result of someone feeding it. If
this occurs, that individual coyote may need to be trapped and

killed. This will not however, thin the population in the area
as another coyote will relocate and come in to take its place.
But this new coyote will have a fear of people and will
therefore not exhibit the same aggressive behavior.
Coyotes cannot tell the difference between their natural

prey and domestic pets. Therefore they have been known
to occasionally prey on cats. Coyotes, which are dogs
themselves, do not think of dogs as prey and usually will
not attack a dog for food. However, they do view dogs as
competition for territory, food, or mates and they will protect
a territory just like a dog will protect a yard. Therefore, if a
dog, or any animal, enters a coyote’s territory, the coyote will
chase it off, or attack it if it won’t be chased away. This can
also happen when dogs are allowed to wander off-leash in
natural areas. Coyotes are not afraid of your dog, but they
are afraid of you. By supervising your dog closely (even
in your backyard), keeping them on a leash and staying
on designated trails, contact with coyotes can generally be
avoided. Coyotes are most protective January through June
when they are mating and protective of their den sites and
young pups in early summer. 

FINDING COYOTE TRACKS
IN THE SNOW? 
Coyotes weight from 20-30 pounds with

pointed ears and narrow muzzles. Pelts are
usually grayish-brown. Their tail is rather
bushy and is held down. Coyote tracks are
similar to a dog’s prints but narrower and
more elongated. It is the spacing and pattern
of the individual prints that distinguishes a
coyote track from a dog track. Coyotes are
referred to as “perfect steppers”. This means
that their front and rear paws land in the same spot when the
coyote is traveling in stride. 
More information can be obtained at the Lake

County Forest Preserve website www.LCFPD.org. 

Coyotes - we have all seen them,
heard them, and passed along
our experiences to neighbors
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Have you ever wondered why the
Libertyville Fire Department provides
fire, ambulance, and rescue services
to the Village of Green Oaks?

Because the Village of Green Oaks does not
have a municipal fire department, the authority
responsible for Fire Protection in Green Oaks is
the Libertyville Fire Protection District. For well
over 70 years the Libertyville Fire Protection District
has contracted with the Village of Libertyville to have its Fire
Department provide the same professional fire, ambulance
and rescue services in the Fire Protection District. The
Libertyville Fire Protection District is a 21 square mile
Fire District encompassing Green Oaks, unincorporated
Libertyville Township, Mettawa, and 6 miles of the
Illinois Tollway. This is a tremendous cost saving
relationship which provides a professional service
to the residents of the Fire District. 
In July, the Libertyville Fire Department underwent an

in-bdepth Insurance Service Office (ISO) Public Protection
Classification (PPC) survey. In December, the Fire Department
was notified of the survey results and new PPC classification.
ISO’s public protection classification program plays an
important role in the underwriting process at insurance
companies. In fact, most U.S. insurers – including the largest
ones – use PPC information as part of their decision-
making when deciding what home or business to write
coverage for, what coverage’s to offer, and prices to
charge for personal or commercial property insurance.

Each insurance company independently determines the
premiums it charges its policyholders. 
Prior to the December notification, the Libertyville FD

was graded a (4), after the survey the department’s grading
was changed to a (3). The grading scale for PPC is 1
through 10, (1) being the best grade and (10) representing
unprotected. Of the 48,754 fire departments graded coun-
trywide, the Libertyville FD is graded in the top 8.7% of
these fire departments. The Libertyville FD is always
looking for opportunities to improve services, the PPC is
one measurement tool which helps guide our progress. 
Because of the classification change, when you renew

your business or homeowner policy it may be financially
beneficial to mention the grading change to your agent.
Because each insurance company is different and the fact
that many factors determine your insurance rate you may
or may not be eligible for a rate change. 
If you ever have questions regarding your fire or

ambulance service, please call us at 847-362-5664.

Fire, Ambulance & Rescue Services
for the Village of Green Oaks

Resident Opinion Survey
In an effort to make certain the Village Staff and Board are aligned with the needs of the Village of Green Oaks
residents, we are conducting a Resident Opinion Survey. Please take a couple minutes to complete the survey.
We will adapt what we are working on based on what you tell us. Also, if you would be willing, we'd like to

drill deeper with you on those items you feel are most important. Please indicate your willingness on the survey. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/SH6SSHZ


